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age; and as the popes received " annates " or firstfruits:
every benefice to which a churchman was preferred,
arranged their preferments so as to get as much in annates
as they could;   they often granted " provisions ", prefer-Papal
ments made in advance, before the holder of an office was''
dead.   Incessant disputes about elections all led to appeals
to the courts at Avignon, and much money was gathered
over these suits. Clement VI, who particularly distinguished
himself by gathering money in this way, remarked with a
cynical laugh that none of his predecessors had known how
to be popes.

These usurpations of the popes did not go entirely un-
checked. In 1351 the statute of Promsors was passed, which :
rendered persons who accepted papal provisions liable to against
imprisonment. This was followed, in 1353, by the statute of cilSms.
Prtcmunire, which forbade appeals1 being made to foreign anSvlsors

courts, and in 1393 the statute was repeated, in a more strict
form, by mentioning that the getting of processes, excom-
munications, and bulls from Rome 2 would incur the penalties
of prteinunire, i.e. forfeiture of goods and imprisonment at the
king's pleasure. These acts were strong enough, but they
were not often enforced. The truth was that generally pope
and king could arrange to make and approve such appoint-
ments as would suit them both. They had more to gain
by being on good terms than by quarrelling. Now and
again when the king was displeased, these statutes would
be enforced; normally they were allowed to be idle.
The latter part of Edward Ill's reign was, as we see, one
of those periods when king and pope were not friendly. The
Still worse days were in store for the papacy. In 1378 it had sSSs
returned to Rome, but the pope who was chosen, Urban
VI, proved so violent and insulting to his cardinals that he
roused up much opposition.   Finally the French cardinals
declared Urban's election invalid, and proceeded to elect
* In matters of which the cognizance properly belonged to the King's court.
* Wjbither the popes had returned in 1378.